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Anonymity isn’t stopping great Bay Area
architects. Nor are cranky neighbors, permit
nightmares, or wide public disdain for the
modern. These five mavericks are among those
creating epoch-mixing, landscape-loving homes
with the potential to remake the Bay Area

into a world-class center of residential design.

As the Bay Arvea's last architectural moment—that of the
lofi—thanklully surfs into the age of dramatic projects
like the de Young and the federal building, a tension is
revealed: most new design laindmarks aren’t by local
studios. In truth, the Bay Area, extensively built out and
s0 defined by its historical styles, offers rare opportunitics
for hungry local architects to ereate high-profile work of
international caliber.

Yet below the public vadar, small, ambitious livms are
designing remarkable residences, both in the city and
beyvond, that are sensitive 1o the best of local architectural
tradition while pointing the way to a new modern
moment. “More and more young firms are opening up
every day,” says Anne Fougeron, principal of Fougeron
Architecture. “The Bay Area is becoming a center for great
modernist architecture, It's thrilling to wateh,”

Over the next 24 pages, we spotlight lour hirms (including
Fougeron's), picking their principals’ brains on how they
work with clients, what they think about the Bay Arvea,
and more, and leaturing one recent signature work
rom cach Brm. All these architects lind challenges in the
region’s historical context, neighborhood opinion, and
sometimes stodgy character. But with an increasingly so-
phisticated and curious clientele that wants 1o enjoy the
scenic locale through bold desien, they are forging ahead
with great panache. Remember their names. Learn from
their work. Let them inspive your dreams of home,

BY ALAN RAPP

LEARN MORE:

The homes and
aichitects spollighted
hora are all past of
Small Firms, Great
Projects, a porlodie
showease ol excollence
in lpcal architechura
caganized by the
Aunerican Instlube
Tor Archilects' San
Fiancisco chapler

To oblxn a copy al
fhe specinl magazing
{ealuring more Than
100 Bay Auea archi-
tects and Lhair work,
call 415-388-2800,

The Conceptualists

Luke Ogrydziak
and Zoe Prillinger

Some people practice architecture as a craft, but
to Luke Ogrydziak and Zoé Prillinger, a vivacious
pair who met in the late eighties at Princeton,
remadeling or building houses is as much a
theoretical as a practical venture, “1 may be too
high-falutin,” Prillinger says, “but in truly creative
practices, design is an ongoing practice of formal
exploration.” Luckily for those who also want a
house at the end of the process, the duo's
conceptually sophisticated designs vield extremely
livable spaces. Their first project together was an
installation at the Princeton School of Architecture
that included a dramatic panopticon in the
central stairway, and they've executed nearly a
dozen local homes and remodels since, with
several more underway.

“They're of a generation that's really up-and-
coming.” says Schwarzer, CCA's chair of visual
studies. “They stucdied at East Coast architecture
schools with a strong theory component, and
that's very healthy for California architecture.”

Perhaps their most intriguing new commission is
the Enigma House, an extensive remodel of an
existing [our-story Pacilic Heights Edwardian that
guts existing interior rooms to create a series ol
open, loftlike interiors. They'll also be working on
one of James Turrell's signature skyspaces in
Sonoma County, something that allows them to
pair with an artist who shares their sublime
concerns—and keep their heads in the clouds.
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Signature style: It's hatd to
aencapsulaie, since aach projact sols
tham on a ditferent design caurse, and
ne b places end up looking alike.

Brainlac linge: “We try lo isolale The
quastion that belongs Lo cvery project
Auchilecture, like any other exprossive
miedium, is just a language lo study
some absiract issuos?

Biggest challenge to home-
building here: ‘Flanning restrickons
n residonkial zones romain the primany
obatacly for progressive dosign,

The vesighbors San really be qule
woesl, oo’

Bast way with clionts: "Gur

betier projects inveive the clients”
aagyncrasies...or pathologies. f you
follow that strand, it always leacs away
from the generic”

Fantasy project: “Somathing on the
Peninsula The area is at the center

of science and information revolutions,
yet lacks architectural expression
equal 1o its paradigm-shifling
nllugnce”

SEE THEIR WORK AT WASAOPARCHNET

Family residence, Hoe Valley -
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The challenge:
the neighbors

Confronted by one of the most lormidable love
in Bay Area architecture—a project’s ne

haul their original plan for this tln

bedroom Noe Valley hom
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anc 1t was all 1 wacl Lo 5_;'11.- ]]'Hlllllﬂ;t 5. "The

m wits even published in GA Houses [Global
Architecture]. But then there was neighborhood
opposition because it was going to block a view.
Onie ol the developers was himself a neighbor and
wanted to avoid problems. He came to us and said,
‘Hey, 1 know this is horribly painful, but can we
start over and ke their concerns into consider-
ation?' The Tunny thing is, it w: ady a pretty
low project—technically you can build up to 35
feet, and this was only 18 feet. 5tll, we had o
make the house a full story lower. Luckily, the site
was sloping enough so we could make it work,”

An exercise in design
as good neighbor, Lhis
fwo-bodroom, 5,690-
square-fool houso has
a low profile from the
atreel but exploits ils
sloep site fora
fabulous ity visto
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The living room
lopposite page) shows
off the aesthatic blond
thi archilects wono
aiming for ‘s crisp
and minimal, bul the
colurmns and mpolitive
window struchanes rel-
erance formal classical
architeciure,

Thi rnaterials used
throughout the house
create an exultant
sanse of lwouery. Con-
cealed kitchen cabi-
netry s made from a
rich padaul; the sur-
faces are Cararra mar-
ble, giving the reom a
classhc pedignoe.

The central staireay
unites the homao's
three levels with its.
unicursive (uninbor-
rupted) wooden guard-
rail. “Il really Laxed the
fabrcalion process,
says Ogrydriale
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